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SCOTTISH ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN CENTRE

Edimburgo - Scozia

Concorso internazionale per la realizzazione di centro
espositivo per I' architettura, cinema IMAX, edifici
per uffici con galleria pubblica, stazione autobus,
parcheggi, spazi aperti

Ente banditore: City of Edimburgh District Council, The Architectural Review
Dimensione: 24.383 mq
Progetto: 1995

Changing balance. The design of architecture is a response to different
problems whose nature may be of cultural, social, economical or technical
kinds. The way we give them solutions changes with time: a never ending
research of balance, in a present pushed from the past to the future. This
project for the city of Edimburgh rapresent an interesting test to verify this
kind of research through the place, the needs of the program and our design
attitudes. The aim, in this phase of the project, is not to enter in formal and
technical details but show intentions and outline directions that could work
for eventual brief changes.

Earth-side and sky-side. The design is not strctly organized on series of
buildings alternating open spaces. We considered a system of pedestrian
and vehicular directions that organizes spaces reacting in different ways to
place, orientation, light, function. The project moves from an earth-side, in
wich the changes of levels, the circulation spaces, the distribuition cores
have importance to a sky-side, in wich on the contrary the stationary spaces,
the use of light, the opening to the outside have importance.
The Haymarket Plaza. The center of the project is Haymarket Plaza. a medium-
size square which collects all the main pedestrian fluxes from the Haymarket
Station with an underground passage, the Bus Stance, the Princes street axis
and the new buildings surrounding it. The square has different levels adapting
to the site with stairs and ramps, ways and break-places. The external views
are partially covered by a green protection front running along the traffic
[Soads and integrated with the glass shelters of the Bus Stance in Morrison

treet.

The Scottish Architecture and Design Centre. The SADC is localized in the
centre of the site, facing the Haymarket Plaza of which is an ideal covered
continuation. The entrance foyer represents the heart of the SADC and all the
others spaces rotate around it. A trasparent transversal system of stairs and
lift gives the access to the library floor which receives indirect diffuse natural
light, and the underground floor with the lecture theatre. The bottom of the
foyer is directly linked to the exhibition pavillon which is thought as a protected
and flexible space enlightened by indirect natural light.

The Edimburh IMAX. The IMAX closes Haymarket Plaza to the west giving
a background to the main pedestrian direction from the Congress centre
through the site. The foyer is seen as a trasparent and enlightened cover
contrasting surprisingly with the dark-box space cavern of the cinema.
The Commercial Office Development. facing the green atrium we have the
hard-side of the building, consisting of the circulation system, the ventilation
towers, the meeting and archive spaces and storage in the underground floor.
a six meter wide band form the flexible working space facing on external
green sun-shade galleries.

The Public Service Bus Stance and the general circulation.
The Public Service Bus Stance is localized on the south side of morrison
street while the north side comprises the two other stops. A vehicular service
back street is now along the upper-side of dalry Colonies, serving the one
E)St'(l)ée underground parking for 150 cars and the service accesses to the

uildings.
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Viste prospettiche degli esterni
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Sezioni longitudinale e trasversali

Viste prospettiche degli interni



